8th grade
Reading:
· Of Mice and Men
· The Outsiders
· “Hamlet”
· Tom Sawyer

· Non-fiction excerpts
· Multiple genres explored
Speeches:  
· Narrative 

· Impromptu

· Demonstration

· Drama unit

Writing:  
· Persuasive essay (5 paragraph essay)
· Expository essay (research paper)
· Informational articles that target audiences of a variety of publications
Poetry Unit: 
· Simile
· Metaphor
· Personification
· Hyperbole
· Allusion
· Foreshadow
· Imagery
· Alliteration 
Writing conventions tagged to 8th grade:  
· Use comparative adjectives

· Past/present participles

· Verb phrases

· Perfect tenses

· Direct and indirect objects

· Punctuate quotations
· Parallel sentences

