8th Grade Social Studies – Mr. Lussier
Room 221

Welcome and Course Overview
Class Time


Students are expected to come to class prepared with their materials.  Each student has their own textbook and is expected to bring it to class daily unless told otherwise.  Any homework should be brought with them, not left in a locker.  All homework can be typed if the student finds this to be easier.  Many days you will have the opportunity to start your homework during class.  It is important that you attempt the homework at this time in case you have any questions.  It is NOT acceptable to come to class with incomplete homework and say, “I didn’t get it.”  If this is the case, be sure to see me during any of my time for extra help.

Extra Help

I am available mornings before school, 3rd hour on Mondays and Fridays, 8th hour, lunch, and homerooms.  If you need help after school you will need to check in advance.  You may also email me questions at blussier@waunakee.k12.wi.us.  I often check my email at home, therefore there is a good chance I will send you a response prior to the next day of school.

Absences
1. Homework will also be linked on the team webpage and students are encouraged to look 

      there first regarding any missed classroom work.

2. If you are absent it is YOUR responsibility to find out what you missed.  You should ask either a friend or Mr. Lussier the following day for any clarifications.
3. If you are missing on the day of a test or quiz it is YOUR responsibility to arrange a time and place to make it up.
Classroom Rules and Consequences
Behavioral Expectations:
1.
There are no dumb questions or dumb answers.





2.
None of us is perfect.





3.
Teasing, put-downs, and sarcasm are not allowed.

4. If you don’t agree, say so, and explain your thoughts.

5. Do not criticize people -- agree or disagree with their ideas.

6. It is OK to say, “I don’t know”.

Consequences for Inappropriate Behavior:


Every student will begin each day with a clean slate.


1.
1st Warning 

No Consequence


2.
2nd Warning

15 minute lunch detention
3.
3rd Warning

30 minute lunch detention and parent called
Grading Scale


40% Tests/Quizzes


40% Projects


15% Formal Writing


5% Current Events Participation


0% Homework

98.5-100           A+




92.0-98.4
A

89.5-91.9
A-

87.5-89.4
B+

82.0-87.4
B

79.5-81.9
B-

77.5-79.4
C+

72.0-77.4
C

69.5-71.9
C-

67.5-69.4
D+

62.0-67.4
D

59.5-61.9
D-

Below 59.5
F

Progress reports may be sent if a student is struggling has missing work, or a parent requests them.  Parents can also check parent connect for up to date grades for their student.  Students also will be given grade updates every week or two to keep them aware of their grade.
Homework


Homework will not be turned in for a grade.  Students will have the homework checked for completion.  This concept is part of a district wide initiative towards making homework for practice only.  Students should know the majority of content on quizzes and tests will come from the homework.  Homework will be corrected in class providing students an opportunity to make corrections.
Semester 1






Approximate Time

Civics

Unit 1 The nature of government



4 weeks

Unit 2 The Constitution and Bill of Rights


4 weeks



Unit 3 The Legislative Branch



3 weeks

Unit 4 The Judicial Branch




3 weeks

Unit 5 The Executive Branch 




3 weeks

Semester 2






Approximate Time
Eastern Hemisphere

Unit 1 Southeast Asia





4 weeks

Unit 2 China






4 weeks

Unit 3 Japan






4 weeks

Unit 4 India






4 weeks

During each of the above units the following topics will be examined

A. Geography

B. History

C. People and their way of life – culture

D. Religions

E. Relationship to the U.S.

F. Government

G. Economy

H. Problems facing the area and possible solutions

I. Predictions for the future

J. Global independence

Current events are also studied several times a week and are integrated throughout the year.
Conferences


Conferences with parents, students, or both can be scheduled at anytime during the year, not just at district conference dates.  Never hesitate to come in, email, and/or call with any concern or issue.  My goal is that students succeed and enjoy social studies and this can best be accomplished by working together.

Sincerely,

Mr. Brad Lussier

Please sign the bottom portion and return by Thursday, September 4th.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Student __________________________________________________ Date __________
Parent/Guardian Signature ___________________________________ Date __________
