Welcome to Algebra 1b
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· Katie Grundahl
· Contact information:

· Phone: (608) 849-2060
· email: kgrundahl@waunakee.k12.wi.us
Curriculum: Algebra (UCSMP)

· Using Algebra to Describe and Explain

· Linear Equations and Inequalities

· Division and Proportions in Algebra

· Slopes and Lines

· Exponential Relationships

· Powers and Roots
Grading Practice for Mathematics 
Math assessments will be graded on a total point system. In this system, quizzes, tests, and skills checks will be weighed based on their importance and amount of work required. Students will always know how much each assessment is worth before they begin working on it.  

· Students will be assessed using Skills Checks. These mini-quizzes are used to check for student progress. For most Skills Checks students will be allowed to use their binder or homework. This is why it is critical that students stay on top of their class work and homework.

· Grades for quizzes and tests will be based on correct and complete answers. Quizzes will be worth less than tests. Don’t panic if you are not good at taking tests. If you have done all the work before the test, you should do just fine on the test because they are a reflection of the work done on a daily basis. We will also be reviewing for tests in class. 
· Homework will be given almost everyday. It is important that students complete this homework. The work done in class and at home is directly related to the tests and quizzes. Homework is considered to be work that the students have completed by themselves and not in groups. It will be collected, assessed, and recorded based on the following criteria: 
· + (Completed with high quality and effort – students will earn 1 point for this assignment)
· - (Completed but missing key concepts – students will earn ½ point for this assignment)
· If a + or – is not present for the grade, the grade box will be flagged missing, late, or incomplete. (students will earn 0 points for this assignment)
· Students can always correct and turn in the homework again to change the assessment mark from a – to a +.  We strongly encourage students to make homework corrections!
Grading Scale  


A
90-100

B 
80-89


C
70-79


D
60-69


F
50-59
Self-Advocacy 

If you are having trouble on the homework, you can try the following:

· Your child can see the teacher during HOMEROOM.
· Your child can come in BEFORE or AFTER SCHOOL.
· Your child can come in during LUNCH.  
Classroom Agreements & Behavior

The first and foremost rule in my classroom is respect for everyone and everything. I am strict in enforcing that rule and will not hesitate to discuss or assign consequences to a student if I feel they are jeopardizing the learning of others. Students will then need to make up the lost time on their own time. I will contact parents immediately if their child’s behavior is a concern. 
Classroom rules
These rules are simple and are expected to be followed by everyone. Appropriate consequences will be given for failure to follow them. 

· SHOW RESPECT: Respect yourself, your classmates, your teacher, and your environment. Be fair and helpful to everyone. Avoid put-downs and bullying. 
· BE PREPARED: Bring your books, materials, and completed assignments to class. Be ready to start class on time.
· PARTICPATE IN A POSITIVE MANNER: Take part in class activities and discussions. Help your classmates and your teacher. Don’t interfere with your classmates’ learning.
· DO YOUR BEST!!! Learn something new each and everyday you are in school.
To assure success in learning mathematics, students must attend class every day, actively engage in all activities and discussions, work cooperatively with peers, complete all assignments, bring all necessary materials and seek additional help when needed.  
Materials that will be needed for every class are:  completed homework, one-inch three ring binder, calculator, loose leaf notebook paper, pens (not black), pencils, and graph paper.   

It is an expectation and a necessity that students bring all materials to class every single day.  When students need to go to their lockers to get forgotten items or if they do not have all of their materials, they lose valuable learning time and cannot be as effective.  

8th Grade Mathematics Syllabus

I, ___________________________, (student’s name) have read and understand each of the above rules set forth in this contract. I agree to follow them to ensure not only my own learning, but also the learning of others in the mathematics classroom. I also agree to try my hardest throughout the entire year. This includes completing and preparing for tests, quizzes, projects, and daily assignments. 
____________________________________________



______________

Student Signature








Date

Dear Parent or Guardian:

This syllabus is used to create a positive learning environment for all students. Your signature on this contract indicates that you have read this syllabus, reviewed it with your child, and are aware of the measures taken to ensure the learning of your son/daughter in the mathematics classroom.

____________________________________________



_______________

Parent/Guardian Signature







Date

If you have further questions or comments, please list them below or on the back of this sheet.  I am looking forward to a fun year of learning!  Thank you!
Please sign & return by Friday, September 2nd.
