Conclusions
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A conclusion should finish, not stop:
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NOT THIS:
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Types of Conclusions

Restate your thesis – at bare minimum
· Remind readers of the main points you have made

Ask a Question

· Question that sums what you have told them and leaves them with something to think about

· “So, why haven’t you…”

· “Can we afford another day without…”

· “How could <setting> be better if…”
Make a recommendation

· Tell your readers what you want them to do

· It’s okay to be a bit rude as long as your paper is strong

· “You should buy a truck today!”

· “Vote now!”
Generalizing about your information

· Powerful statement showing importance of what you’ve said

· Make it creative and intelligent
Refer to your introduction

· If you used a question, quote, shocking fact, interesting story, or definition, return your emphasis to it or make an additional point along the same lines as your introduction

Conclusion No-Nos





Do not introduce new information





Avoid lines like:


“I have just told you about…”


“In this paper we have discussed/talked about…”


“I hope that you have learned this…”
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