ARBORETUM ELEMENTARY

MUSIC CURRICULUM


KINDERGARTEN, FIRST, SECOND, THIRD AND FOURTH GRADES
	MELODY
	RHYTHM
	TEMPO
	DYNAMICS
	TIMBRE
	FORM
	IMPROVISING
	PERFORMANCE SKILLS
	READING AND WRITING 
	RECORDERS

	singing/

speaking

shouting/

whispering 

voices
	steady beat
	Fast/slow
	loud/soft
	characteristics 

of basic 

instruments 

and voice
	same/different

 patterns
	echoing patterns
	concert etiquette
	Use icons to compose simple rhythmic  patterns and to show high and low


	

	pitch matching
	moving with steady beat
	
	
	
	
	question/

answer
	standing on 

risers
	
	

	melody direction


	long/short
	
	
	
	
	acting out songs
	proper singing posture
	
	

	Up/down High/low
	one and two sounds on a 

beat
	
	
	
	
	creating movement
	
	
	

	Singing in tune


	Movement

 in  duple and triple meter


	Faster/

slower
	Listening to  major and 

minor


	Same/ different


	Recognizing 

timbre of rhythm instruments
	Loud/soft
	Quarter note, 

eighth notes, 

quarter rest, 
	Transfer icons

 to notation 

 notes
	

	Develop singing voice


	Steady beat


	
	Recognize solo vs. group singing
	Chorus/

refrain
	
	
	repeat sign


	Read and write 

quarter and 

eighth notes, 

quarter rest 


	

	Recognize high/low and melodic direction


	Beat vs. rhythm


	
	
	
	
	
	Barline,
	Composing 

simple patterns
	

	Steps/skips
	Simple ostinatos
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Do, re, mi, sol, high do


	Half note
	Tempo markings
	Simple rounds


	ABA
	Introduce instrument families
	Piano, forte pianissimo, fortissimo, 
	Repeat sign
	
	

	Melodic contour


	
	
	One sound and multiple sounds
	
	
	crescendo, decrescendo
	Del capo, 

al fine, coda
	
	

	Melodic leaps


	Conduct and perform music in 6/8 time


	Accelerando
	Simple partner songs


	ABAC (rondo form) 


	Identify individual instruments
	Mezzo piano

Mezzo forte
	Treble staff
	Compositions

using known notes


	Treble clef

notes b, a, g, low   e, 



	Do, re, mi, sol, la, high do
	Improvise using question/ 
answer
	
	Dissonance and consonance
	theme and variations
	
	
	bass staff
	Reading do, 

re, mi, sol, 

la, low sol, 

low la, high do
	Improvise on known notes

	
	
	
	
	Historic context and styles


	
	
	fermata
	
	

	low sol, low la, fa, ti
	Syncopation


	
	More complex rounds and partner songs
	Analyze more complex forms


	Classify a performance group as a band, orchestra, choir, jazz band, rock band


	Describe, identify, create variety of dynamics
	reinforce known symbols
	Sixteenth notes

6/8 time
	Low d, high c and d



	Major and minor scales
	Meter changes
	
	two part harmony
	
	Identify instruments in a group-trio, duet, quartet
	
	
	Compose on 

known notes
	Improvise on

known notes




