
Waunakee Community School District 

Celebrating Black History Month. 

Whereas, in 1776, the founders devised the United States as a nation dedicated to the proposition 

that “all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable 

Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness…” 

Whereas African slaves were kidnapped, sold and involuntarily brought to the United States as 

early as the 17th century; 

Whereas these individuals and their descendants suffered enslavement, murder, rape, abuse, 

segregation, legitimized violence by the state, institutional and systemic racism and were denied 

the basic and fundamental rights of citizenship for hundreds of years; 

Whereas, in 2021, the echoes of those injustices and inequalities remain evident in the society of 

the United States, in Wisconsin, and in municipalities that make up the Waunakee Community 

School District, from the state murder of innocent black men and women, to racial slurs shouted 

in schools, out of cars and circulated on social media; 

Whereas, in the face of injustices, good people cannot remain silent, and therefore have an ethical 

imperative to distinguish themselves with a commitment to fight for the noble ideals on which the 

United States was claimed to have been founded and to fight for the rights and freedom for all; 

Whereas the contributions of African Americans from all walks of life throughout the history of 

the United States reflect the greatness of the United States; 

Whereas many African Americans lived, toiled, and died in obscurity, never achieving the 

recognition those individuals deserved, yet paved the way for future generations to succeed; 

Whereas Black History Month, celebrated during the month of February, originated in 1926 when 

Dr. Carter G. Woodson set aside a month to recognize the heritage and achievements of Black 

people in the United States; 

Now, therefore, be it known that the Waunakee Community School District: 

1) Acknowledges that all people of the United States and the municipalities that make up the 

Waunakee Community School District are the recipients of the wealth of history provided by Black 

culture; 

2) Recognizes the importance of Black History Month as an opportunity for students, staff and 

community to reflect on the complex history of the United States, while remaining hopeful and 

confident about the path ahead; 

3) Acknowledges the significance of Black History Month as an important opportunity to 

commemorate the tremendous contributions of African Americans to our community 



4) Encourages the celebration of Black History Month to provide a continuing opportunity for all 

people in the United States to learn from the past and understand the experiences that have 

shaped the United States; 

 

(5) Advocates for the abolition of policies, practices, laws and procedures that produce an illegal 

negative disparate impact on people of color in our community and in our neighboring 

communities; and 

 

(6) Agrees that, while the United States began as a divided country, the United States must honor 

the contribution of all pioneers in the United States who have helped to ensure the legacy of the 

great United States; and move forward with purpose, united tirelessly as a nation indivisible, 

with liberty and justice for all, by. 
 


