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The public schools in the District are tuition free to all persons of school age who reside in the District 
and to nonresidents who are eligible to enroll without payment of tuition under public school open 
enrollment, any other applicable law or regulation, or any other applicable Board policies. Other 
nonresident students may be admitted to District schools on a full-time basis under this policy when there 
is available space and when applicable enrollment and school entrance requirements are met. Subject to 
any waiver of tuition that is required by law or any waiver that is authorized by law and granted by the 
District, the District shall charge tuition for such nonresident students. 
 
Unless state law or School Board policy specifies that the Board shall directly approve a nonresident 
student’s enrollment, the District Administrator, his/her central office, administrative-level designee, or 
any building principal acting in consultation with an appropriate central office administrator may approve 
the enrollment of a nonresident student under this policy.  
 
When a nonresident student’s enrollment is approved and tuition is charged, the Executive Director of 
Operations or the Director of Business Services shall be responsible for the assessment and collection of 
tuition, including (1) ensuring, when required (e.g., when tuition is to be paid by a parent or guardian), 
that the District enters into a written agreement that covers the payment of tuition; and (2) ensuring that 
the District files appropriate tuition claims on a timely basis.  
 
As required by state law, the District shall waive tuition for students who are no longer residents of the 
District but who continue their enrollment in the District under the following circumstances:  
 
1. Any student who moved out of the District after July 1 of the current school year, who was a resident 

of the District on either the third Friday in September or the second Friday in January of the current 
school year, and who was enrolled in the District for at least 20 school days during the current school 
year, shall be allowed to continue to attend school in the District for the remainder of the current 
school year without payment of tuition.  

 
2. Any student who gained 12th grade status while a resident of the District but who no longer resides in 

the District shall be allowed to complete 12th grade in the District without payment of tuition.  
 
3. Any student to whom all of the following apply shall generally be allowed to attend school in the 

District without payment of tuition: (a) the student was a resident of the District on the second Friday 
in January of the previous school year, (b) the student was enrolled in the District continuously from 
the second Friday in January of the previous school year to the end of the school term of the previous 
school year, (c) the student ceased to be a resident of the District after the first Monday in February of 
the previous school year, and (d) the student continues to be a Wisconsin resident. The following 
apply to nonresident students with a disability who are attending school in the District under this 
provision: 
 
a. As further provided under state and federal law, the District shall provide transportation for the 

student if school-provided transportation is required pursuant to the student’s individualized 
education program (IEP). 
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b. If an IEP that is developed or revised for such a student requires special education or related 
services that are not available in the District, or there is no space available in the District to 
provide the special education or related services identified in the student’s IEP, then the District 
may transfer the student to his/her school district of residence.  

  
In addition to the legal mandates that apply to the enrollment of full-time nonresident students and to the 
charging or waiving tuition in specific situations, the administration shall apply the following rules, to the 
extent applicable, when making tuition determinations related to nonresident students:  
 
1. A nonresident student whose parent or guardian resides in Wisconsin but outside of the District may 

file an application to enroll in the District that is accompanied by a written parental declaration that 
residency in the District will be established within nine (9) school weeks of enrollment. If space is 
available in the school and if the student’s nonresident application is otherwise approved, the family 
shall be required to prepay a tuition fee for 9 school weeks, which shall be refunded only if actual 
residency is established during that initial 9-week period. If residency in the District is not established 
within the initial 9-week period, but intent to establish residency remains imminent, the student may 
apply to continue his/her enrollment for another 9-week period. If the application to continue 
enrollment is otherwise approved, the family shall be required to prepay the applicable tuition fee for 
the second 9-week period. If actual residency is established within the second 9-week period, the 
District shall refund the tuition fee that was paid for that period. No additional 9-week extensions of 
this special admission and tuition status are permitted.  

 
2. Any student who was enrolled in and a resident of the District at the beginning of the school year 

(July 1), but who moves out of the District after that date and who is not otherwise entitled by law to 
remain enrolled without payment of tuition, may be approved to complete the school year in his/her 
school of enrollment as a nonresident student. If approved, such a student shall not be required to pay 
tuition for that school year.  

 
3. Students visiting from foreign countries under a J-1 visa who are participating in an established 

student exchange program may be permitted to attend high school for up to one academic year in the 
District and shall not be required to pay tuition. Board approval for enrollment shall be required.   

 
All foreign exchange students must apply for admission to Waunakee Community High School.  
Applications for admittance must be received by July 1st if the applications are to be considered for 
approval for the start of the 1st semester of the upcoming school year. Applications for admittance must 
be received by October 1st if the applications are to be considered for approval for the start of the 2nd 
semester of the upcoming school year.  All applications must be from exchange programs approved by 
the Board of Education.  Individual applicants are subject to acceptance or rejection as determined by 
the high school principal.  
 

 
4. A nonresident foreign student with an F-1 student visa may be considered for admission only to high 

school and only for a period not to exceed one academic year while under the F-1 visa. If admitted, a 
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student who holds an F-1 visa must pay the full, unsubsidized per capita cost of education as required 
by federal law. 

 
To the extent consistent with applicable legal requirements, nothing in this policy shall prevent the 
District from (1) denying enrollment to a nonresident student during the term of his/her expulsion from 
the District or from another Wisconsin public school, out-of-state public school, or independent charter 
school in Wisconsin; or (2) setting enrollment conditions that an expelled student must meet in order to be 
admitted to the District during the term of an expulsion. 
 
To the extent required by law, nonresident students who are accepted for enrollment in the District shall 
have all of the rights and privileges and be subject to the same rules and regulations as similarly-situated 
resident students. Significantly, unless a specific exception established by state or federal law applies, the 
District is not obligated to provide transportation between school and a nonresident student’s out-of-
district residence. 
 
This policy is not intended to address (1) nonresident enrollment in individual courses (e.g., through part-
time open enrollment, by nonresident home-schooled students, or during summer school); (2) nonresident 
students who attend school in the District under full-time open enrollment; or (3) other students who may 
not qualify as District residents but who have special legal rights or protections regarding school 
enrollment and attendance (e.g., homeless and unaccompanied youth, children in foster care, and children 
of military families). 
 
 
Legal References: 
 
Wisconsin Statutes 
Section 118.13 [student nondiscrimination] 
Section 120.13(1)(f)  [authority to deny enrollment of a student during term of expulsion] 
Section 120.13(1)(h)  [conditional enrollment of certain expelled students] 
Subchapter V of Chapter 121 [charging tuition for nonresident students, tuition waivers, and tuition 

payments] 
 
Wisconsin Administrative Code 
PI 9.03(1)   [student nondiscrimination in school admission policies] 
 
Cross References: 
 
WASB PRG 422 Sample Policy 2 
411-Rule (1), Student Discrimination/Harassment Complaint Procedures 
420, School Admissions 
421, Entrance Age 
423, Full-time Open Enrollment 
424, Part-time Open Enrollment 
432, School Attendance Areas 

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/118.13
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/120.13(1)(f)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/120.13(1)(h)
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/121/V
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/administrativecode/PI%209.03(1)
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433, Assignment of Students to Classes 
 
Adoption Date: 10/9/89 
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